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I N  T H E  HIMALAYAN COUNTRY. 
TEE country of the outer Himalaya-the tracts 
mhich form the base of the vast triangle wliich 
has tlie isle of Ceylon a t  its apex-is the most 
charming for climate and the most siirpassing for 
grandeur and beaiity of scenery of al1 tlie districts, 
coiintries, and places of India. The writer is 
faniiliar with biit one part of this long line of 
territory, and of that part he talces iip his pen 
to  give some account ; but he believes tliat he 
may say witli correctness that tliere is vast simi- 
larity every~vhere along the great nrooded base 
~vliich looks down on tlie plains of Hindustan, 
in front of tlie eterna1 sno\vs, from tlie Piinjab 
territories, far to the left, to Darjeeling and parts 
adjaceiit and beyond, away to tlie riglit. Yoii 
Iiave the same sanatoria for British soldiers ; 
liill-stations for the European community gene- 
rally, which vary only as oiie English town 
differs from its neighbour ; and nestliiig in iiooks 
al1 over tlie hillsides, you have tlie saiiie sort of 
iiative inhabitants, semi-Hindustani or Iiidian aiid 
seini-llongolian in national type. 

OE late years, the iiiost not~ible niorernent in 
tlicse niountain districts has been the establisli- 
ment o£ the Forest Departnleut by the gorern- 
iiient of India, wliicli has, by the liands of tliis 
department, assunied forma1 possession of ali the 
great forests ; has set about taking care of tliein ; 
and, further, of miiltiplying aiid increasin:: botli 
tlie area and the best iiatural products of these 
enornious and majestic ~vildcriiesses. Noble are 
tlie miglity liillsides, indeed ; ancl in the verdiire 
ivitli wliicli tliey are clad may be counted inany 
varietics of pine and classes of kiiidred genus. Tlie 
deodnr, which me beliere is a cedar, is esteeiiied 
tlie niost l7aluable. I n  tlie Iiill-tracts ~rliicli face 
tlic upper province's o£ India, the niountaiiis 
ge~ierally are n~ooded oiily on tlie sides looking 
bacliwnrd to the higher rnnges, the siiowy clinin 
beliiiid ; 2nd tlie slopes ~vliich look south, to 
tlie siin, ore yello~v and bare. At  points along 
tlle line of raillvay wliich riins far many n 
hiindrecl inile from Calcutta in the south-east 

e 

to far-distant Peshawur, right on tlie distant 
verge of empire, one can alight to 60 to the 
liill-station of his choice or to ~vhich duty drans 
him. Darjeeling, which is now a great place, 
cnn be reaclied frorn Calcutta direct ; and by 
goiiig up the liiie, one can alight for Naini Tal 
or llussourie, for Dalhousie or Simla ; but to get 
to these places, after leaving tlie ua in  line, one 
mnst undertake a second jouriiey, nlhich varies 
in length and in clificulty with the station 
selected. But refresliing it is, when you do get 
tliere, and you can appreciate then what ' climate ' 
means; and you are apt to go abont enjoying 
eacli mouthful of tlie fresh air, with hands 
estended, as if to grasp and weigli and feel the 
delightful coinmodity. 

The climate n~ould be considered good and 
bracing for any country in the world ; and the 
Forest officers are quite appreciative of the great 
adrantage tlint in this respect tlicy enjoy ; and 
tliey cling to tlie liills, althoilgli, as compared 
nritli some other departments, the Forest is not 
~vell  paid ; nvliile the life is often one of coiu- 
plete isolation. The Forest officials have rather 
a difficult course to steer in their dealings in 
tlie may of duty with the native commiinities 
of tlie hillside ancl tlie glen. The rillages are 
legion ; tliey are scattered about every~rhere, aiid 
they have, tlie writer infers, many claims, con~ing 
dolvii probably from unknown antiqiiity, ~vhich 
are apt to clash n-itli the great claini of imperial 
lordsliip. Biit tlie department appears t0 be 
rery visely guided ; and tlie officials are trained 

1 men, not rarely of high scientific attainment ; 
learned in al1 native languages, and in social 
position eqiial of coiirse to any. Jolly little cribs 
eonie of the Forest huts are, and in much, Tery 

1 un-Indian like ; but covered witli trellis-work 
aiid crecpers, half liut, lialf biingalow, tliey c a r s  
one away froiii tliings Indinn, especially nhen 
tlie suli is sinking lon- beliind tlie great nountain 
n-alls, and tlie air is getting chilly, cliilly. Very 
pleasant tlien to turn inside, where the little 
room is ruddy with the light of tlie roai$~% 
fire. On the sward near the house yoii rnay 





B 
chamben'n Jouml ,  

lept. a. lU7.l RICIIARD CABLE. 

poseeg and the floating of them down the streams surface. I t  s u c b  in thc sun's ra a as B epon e, 
that wind towards the plains nt the bottom of and gives out Uie heat al1 night. l h n d  by i 
the ravines in  the mountaim Tlie deodar cedar wall after n bright day, wLeii whitc-frost ie forni- 
is the best, w0 believe, for sleepers. Thiu iE a ing on tlic grass, and you feel rr warin exhalation 
most irnportant part of the dcpartment's opera- titreaniing from the dry clay, Fruit-tre- mutt 
tions. Another 1s to supply the cantonments l~lossoiii wlien nailed against i t  : nnd the 
with firewood ; and lastly, it devolves upon them cannot do otlier tlian ~ e t ,  and Laving sct, ulust 
to offer a great dea1 of genera1 hospitality, which glow an(1 sivell and meliow aiid iiush with eweel- 
they obligingly do, and a t  no small sacrifice, ricss. The iiowcr-bed undei tlic cob-wall ix o l~c  
for many are the calls upon thern, both upon that i n  raiiipant, luxuriant, always Leautif'ui. 
their time and their cellar and larder, by frieiids Iii tlie winter inontlu i t  iE not Lnrc ; i t  11:i~ 
well known 2nd by the passing stranger. Cliristmas roses aud aconitcs; i t  is t l ~ r o w i i i ~  

It is a grand mountain country. The scenery iip and opcning ilowcrs a t  extrnordinary tiilleti, 
is of great beauty and grandeur ; often more and ripening strawberrics at periods whei~ iio one 
bare and bold than beautiful ; yet i n  the aspects dreanis of ~itrawberriee. 
facing the north, where the trees abound every- A few houses are of stone, and the stone, like 
~vhere, one fin& scenes of sing~ilar nobility ; and the cob, is whitewaahed. These houses Lave 
on most days you can get a view of the higher date roofs, and on the slate are oran e and white 
monarchs, the eterna1 enows. These, however, patches of lichen ; and on very 01% slak cven 
are distant, and not, therefore, so imposing as masses of golden stonecro But the most SUL- 
imagination will figure thern, and the snoiv diied slate never reaches t i e  softtlles and 8 6 ~ e t -  

appears ab times as of a metallic tinge. But it iiess of tone of tliatch-the thatch that covers tlie 
is grand, nevertheless ; and the air cold, bracing, cob cottages. That is broivn and furry and cosy. 
glorious. Lovely are the pinewoods when the Verily, the cottars must be princes and princems: 
late afternoon sun is Liugering among them ; and to cover their ho~ises with sealskin ! 
the high bank where the wild thyme grows, One of the stone houses is the village inn, with 
on the misty morning when the sun is slowly tlie sign of the Silver Bowl. TT'hy this sigul 
climbing up from the east, there is liealth and Cecause the legcnd told how St Kcriaii had gone 
pIeasiire and poetry there too ; as there is mhen to ses in a basin of pure silver, aiid in it had 
the aromatic scents froni the forest side steal rowed over uast and trackless watcrs ti11 he 
over one like soft and subtle music. reaclicd tlie laud of Paradise. And al1 the time 

Iie was away, a wolf kept watch over his wallet 
and psalter, that lay on the beach of India 

R I C H A R D  C A B L E ,  S t  Kerian rvas, truly, none other than the iuau 
THE LIGHTSHIPMAN. in the inoon, and the moon mas his coracle of 

silver in \vLich lie traversed tlie darli-l~lue 
BY THE AUTAOR OF 6 ~ ~ ~ , '  a JOHN HERRIXC,' Iieavenly seas. Eut of this the uiiiagers kuew 

' COWRT ROYAL,' ETC. nothing. They diiiily recollectecl the old C'atliolic 
CHILPTER XXXVIII.-ST ECERIAN. leeend of the niiraculous cruise of tlie patroii 

saint of tlie parish, and knew that the great silrer 
THE village of S t  Kerian, in Cornwall, lies about bowl on tlie sigiiloard orer tlie im rei'eriecl to 
ten miles inland from tlie north-west coast. I t  the story. 
lies i n  a hollow, a valley down ~vhicli flows a Another stoile house belonged to tlie Llack- 
little stream, that has its source in the granite suith, George Penrose, a plain rrortliy nion, hard- 
moors that form the backbone of the long enin- working in his forge aud out of i t  : in it, haiiinier- 
sula that constitutes the county of tlie Zornu- iug and moulding iioii ; out of it, cligging and 
Britisk Up  the valley, clothing its sides, where growing vegetables in his garden ; and especially 
steep, are oakwoods, copse for tlie niost part ; aud fond of carnations. 
above the copse rise the bald moors, sprinkled Outside tlie rillage, a rifle-shot froni tlie k s t  
nrith gorse, m d  in July, pinli ~v i th  lieather, and house that could claiui to be in what was loa l ly  
purple shot with heath. The granite tower of called tlie Church-town, stood a poor cottage, Luilt 
the church peeps above some old lime-trees tliat, of cob, mith a thatclied roof. This cottage a-aa 
f o r u  an avenue to the porch, and some Scotcli but one story high. You could have touclied tlie 
firs that rise witli flaky bonghs froni tlie church- eaves mhen standing by it. Tlie door of tke 
yard boundary. There the rooks build aiid cottage opened on the road ; but bcside it, a t  
burden the velvety green foliage with tlieir rougli one end, was a sarden in tlie sliape of an ex- 
nests. Tlie tower of the churcli is square, with tremely acute triaugle ; one side 11-a~ Iieclged 
the pinnacles cut to lean outwards, as the folia- agaiiist the road, and tlie back was Iiedged agaiust 
tion of a crown-a Cornish peculiarity. Near tlic tlie field. It was obrious a t  tlie first glance that 
~ h i i r c h ~ a r d ,  coniniunicating li-itli i t  by a si&- this ~ v a s  the cottage of a squatter, mrlio, iii tiiues 
door, is tlie rectory garclen, alll~arently one nreat past, wlien laiicl was of little value, had squatcecl 
pillow of evergreens, laurel niid rliododendron, on a Lit of \\-aste ground beside the rond, turued 
and myrtle aud laurestinus ; aiid out of tliis green i t  into a garden, aud erected the cottane h r  liiiu- 
pillow ap ears the slate roof of tlie psi.sonage, self. No one hacl objected. If tlie lord of tlie 
sunk SO jeep in the evergrecus tliat oiily root niauor had been told of it, he Lad laughed aud 
and chimneys appear. sllruggeci liis shoulders aud asked no 11-d-reiit. 

The cottages of S t  ICcrian are far the most part Ko atteupt had been uade to disl~ossess the 
of knended clay-locally callecl cob-tlie ~variiiest, squatter ; and as years prissed and Le liad inade 
snuggest, driest materia1 of n~liicli a holise can be no acknowledgment t0 any u a n  far Louse 
built ; a materia1 wliicli, when used as a garden ancl bit of land, in tiiiie he became absolute 
wdl,  ripens peaches, grapes, apricots oii its marm proprietor of cottage w d  triangular ni th 
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